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SUMMARY. NO SURPRISES EMERGED FROM VISIT BY SRV DEPUTY POREIGN 
MINISTER PHAN HIEN TO VIENTIANE JULY 24 TO 28. MEETINGS 
APPARENTLY SERVED TO COORDINATE POLICIES OP BROTHERLY COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES PRIOR TO IMPENDING VISIT OF THAI DELEGATION TO BOTH OP 
THEM AND SUBSEQUENT NON-ALIGNED CONPERENCE IN COLOMBO. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . A JOINT PRESS COMMUNIQUE RELEASED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
VISIT AND PUBLISHED JULY 29 IN THE INPORMATION MINISTRY OPPICIAL 
DAILY BULLETIN INCLUDED THE POLLOWING POINTS: 
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2. AS PHAN HIEN OBSERVED ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO SOUTH EAST ASIAN 
COUNTRIES, THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE SITUATION 
IN THE AREA FOLLOWING THE VICTORIES OF THE VIETNAMESE, LAO AND 
CAMBODIAN PEOPLES. THIS CONSISTS OF A SHIFT IN FAVOR OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY FORCES AND A MAJOR WITHDRAWAL BY THE WEAKENED 
AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS. 

3. THE REAFFIRMATION BY THE LPDR OF ITS FOREIGN POLICY OF 
INDEPENDENCE, PEACE, FRIENDSHIP AND NON-ALIGNMENT AND THE SRV 
FOUR POINTS DECLARATION,BOTH OF WHICH WERE WARMLY GREETED BY 
MANY COUNTRIES, REINFORCED THE FRIENDLY RELATIONS AND MULTILATERAL 
COOPERATION AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF THE AREA IN THE INTEREST OF 
INDEPENDENCE, PEACE, NEUTRALITY AND THE NON-PRESENCE OF 
IMPERIALIST MILITARY BASES IN SOUTH EAST ASIA. 

4. THE SRV AND THE LPDR WERE DETERMINED TO INTENSIFY COOPERATION 
BOTH BETWEEN THEMSELVES AND WITH DEMOCRATIC CAMBODIA. 

5. THE TWO COUNTRIES PLEDGED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 
UP-COMING NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE IN COLOMBO IN ORDER TO REINFORCE 
THE SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES AND THE 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. 

6. COMMENT: THE HIEN VISIT PROBABLY SERVED A USEFUL PURPOSE 

FOR BOTH THE LAO AND THE VIETNAMESE BY SYNCHRONIZING THE FOREIGN 
POLICY POSTURES OF THE TWO COUNTRIES PRIOR TO NEXT WEEK'S VISIT 
TO VIENTIANE AND HANOI BY THE THAI DELEGATION, AND THE 
APPROACHING NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE IN COLOMBO. THE POSSIBLE NEED 
FOR SUCH SYNCHRONIZATION WAS DEMONSTRATED BY THE CONTRAST 
BETWEEN THE VIEWS ON ASEAN EXPRESSED BY PHAN HIEN DURING HIS 
TOUR OF FOUR ASEAN MEMBER CAPITALS AND THE REMARKS OF LAO 
MINISTER OF INFORMATION SISANA SISANE AT THE NEW DELHI CONFERENCE 
OF NON-ALIGNED INFORMATION MINISTERS. SISANE SISANE REPORTEDLY 
I. A. SHED OUT AT ASEAN AS AN "EXTENSION OF SEATO, AN IMPERIALIST 
PROJECT AND A TOOL OF THE U.S." PHAN HIEN MEANWHILE WAS 
QUOTED AS "TAKING NOTE ' OF ASSURANCES THAT ASEAN WAS "NOT A 
MILITARY ALLIANCE AND NOT DIRECTED BY A FOREIGN COUNTRY." (REFTEL.) 

AN INDONESIAN PRESS ACCOUNT FURTHER QUOTED HIEN AS OBSERVING THAT 
"ASEAN IS REALLY NEUTRAL." 
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